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“Space Oil Drug” Information Sheet for Parents
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Do Not Fall into “Space Oil Drug” Trap
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* The principle active ingredient of “space oil drug” is etomidate, an
anaesthetic. Etomidate is controlled as dangerous drugs under the law.
Taking “space oil drug” is equivalent to taking dangerous drugs.

*  Possession and consumption of “space oil drug”, regardless of the quantity,
is against the law and will be subject to a maximum penalty of seven years’
imprisonment and a fine of $1 million. Its trafficking and manufacturing
will be subject to a maximum penalty of life imprisonment and a fine of $5
million.
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Understanding the Dangers of “Space Oil Drug”
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* “Space oil drug” is presented as a capsule in oil or liquid
form mixed with harmful substances, and often infused with
flavours (such as mango, apple, green tea). It is inhaled
through electronic smoking products (e.g. e-cigarettes).
Taking “space oil drugs” / etomidate is harmful to health. “Space oil drug”
can cause addiction, nausea, loss of consciousness,
memory loss, endocrine disorders, mood changes, and
seizures. It affects the growth and development of
young people and could be lethal.
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How to Identify Abusers
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M abusers may conceal e-cigarettes or vape capsules

M have unexplained scars or bruises

M exhibit muscle spasms, walk unsteadily

M display drastic changes in mood, becoming either suddenly depressed or irritable.

* Parents can pay attention to their children, and see if they show any
deviant behaviour, changes to social interactions and daily routine, and
deviation from usual performance in school. These can be signs of
possible drug abuse.

e If you find your children possess electronic smoking products (e.g. e-
cigarettes) or suspect any drug abuse, please stay calm, try to understand
more about your children’s situation and seek help from professional social
workers.
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Remind Children to Protect Themselves, Resist Temptation
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¢ Children in adolescence experience drastic changes when growing up, and
drug dealers often target minors and entice them to try new drugs. Parents
who listen to their children and understand them from their angles could
help them to stay away from drugs. Parents can also remind your children
to stay vigilant and say “No” to drugs, and not fall prey to “space oil drugs”
out of curiosity or peer pressure. Constant vigilance is required when
meeting online friends, shopping online, and playing e-games.

*  Here are some techniques to decline drug offer:
» Refusal Skill (1): To say NO directly

Refusing drugs firmly and directly, e.g., “Taking ‘space oil drug’ will lead
to addiction. No thanks!”

» Refusal Skill (2): To say NO using an excuse

Getting away from a situation where you are being lured to take drug, e.g.,

“Sorry, I have to go now!” and “Smoking is not for me.”

» Refusal Skill (3): To say NO with a counter proposal

Changing the subject by suggesting some other activities, e.g., “Taking
‘space oil drug’ will ruin your life. Why don’t we go to the cinema?”

AR A3 A
Seek Help., Share Concerns
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Have a problem? Help is at your fingertip! When you encounter a drug
problem, you can dial the round the clock hotline at “186 186, or make use
of WhatsApp and WeChat to send message to “98 186 186 to contact social
workers for immediate counseling or referral.

Non-governmental organisations operate 11 Counselling Centres for
Psychotropic Substance Abusers and two Centres for Drug Counselling to
provide a focal point for psychotropic substance abusers to receive relevant
information and timely counselling, as well as treatment and rehabilitation.
Professional social workers in those centres are very experienced and could
provide support to parents according to their situation.

The personal information of service users are strictly confidential.
Follow-up services or referrals will be further provided by the social worker
offering the services only with the service user’s consent and authorisation.

For more information, please visit the dedicated website about “space oil
drug” of the Narcotics Division, Security Bureau.
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